
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Understanding the Gist of a Document Set  
 

The Gist Tool is used to get a quick overview of the vocabulary contained in selected documents, and 

to control how those topics influence clustering of documents. You can also query for documents 
containing topics of interest. 

 

1. Open OmniViz. In the Projects window, navigate to your data set and View of interest by 
clicking on the plus signs. Double click on a View to open up the Galaxy visualization. 

 
2. Select all documents in the Galaxy by pressing Ctrl+A.  

 

3. Open up the Gist tool by selecting it from the Tools menu in the OmniViz Desktop (or by 

clicking on the Gist icon ). 
 

 
 
The Gist window shows the Major, Minor and Other terms of the selected documents. The 

Major terms (up to 200) are the words or phrases that are most relevant to discriminating 

one document from another; these are the terms used in clustering the documents. The 



Minor terms (up to 2000) are a lesser set of discriminating terms—they are used indirectly in 

clustering by providing context for the Major terms. The Other terms consist of every other 
word/phrase in the document set. # indicates the number of documents in which a term 

occurs. Look through the Major and Minor terms to get an idea of the subject matter of the 
document set.  

 

4. To gain insight into how document clusters were formed, select each cluster in turn by 
clicking on cluster centroids in Galaxy. For each cluster, look at the top Major terms and note 

the percent of selected documents they occur in.  The more high percentage terms you see, 
the stronger the clustering.  You will probably see terms at the top of the list for multiple 

clusters.  These clusters will most likely be adjacent to each other.  As you explore, you can 
build a mental mapping of themes across the Galaxy. 

 

As you explore the Galaxy using Gist, you may find a term that is unexpected or that you don’t know. 
Or you may want to see how multiple terms are used together in documents. 

 
• Investigate a term (or terms) of interest by highlighting it and clicking on Query Term.  

When multiple terms are highlighted, you can choose to find documents with All terms 

(AND) or Any terms (OR). The Gist Tool will update to show the key themes of all those 

documents that contain the term of interest. Look at the Galaxy to see whether the terms are 
scattered across the set or localized to a particular area. This will indicate how strongly this 

term influenced clustering. 
  

• To see the whole text of your search results, open Record Viewer after querying.  The 

upper panel shows a configurable set of columns for each document.  The lower panel shows 
the entire content of the document highlighted in the upper panel.  Search terms will be 

highlighted in green for easy locating. 

 
See other guides and videos for more discussion of exploring themes in a data set. 


